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Reflecting on National Foster Care Month 

By all appearances, my ten-year-old son has it made. An honor roll student at an accelerated 
public school, John has friends, a good handshake, and an even tighter free throw. The world 
is his oyster. 

But John’s success was no sure thing. 

Neglected at birth, he spent six months in a group home until a social worker called. “We 
have a baby boy who needs a home,” she told me, “We’d like him to join your family.” Sight 
unseen, we said yes, and our son came home. 

John got lucky. He might not agree when he pulls the straw for taking out the trash, but he got 
a brother, sisters, and a family…when hundreds of thousands never do. 

From Florida to Washington, kids like John sleep in office buildings, hotels and even cars 
waiting for homes. In my state of Arizona, there are five children in care for every available 
family. Across America, two children vie for one licensed home. 
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President Ronald Reagan established May as National Foster Care Month as a time “to 
ensure that abandoned or abused children have the opportunity to live in healthy, loving 
homes.” That challenge is greater than ever. 

Four years ago, I founded Gen Justice so that more abandoned and abused children in our 
country – like my son John – would have a chance to beat the odds. I’m thrilled to share the 
news that to date, Gen Justice has helped 480,000 children across 13 states. One of those 
children is Kaitlyn, a girl whose life and innocence were shattered when her own parent 
trafficked her. It’s hard to imagine the terror this child experienced. We received an 
emergency call from a relative who discovered what was happening. 

Thanks to Gen Justice, Kaitlyn now lives in safety, and dad is behind bars. 

Thanks to our growing Gen Justice family of law clerks, interns, associates, lawmakers, 
reporters, organizational partners, friends and financial supporters – You are the champions 
these kids have been waiting for. 

Thank you for being part of the Gen Justice family. 

They can’t fight abuse. We can. 

Sincerely, 
  

  

  



  

  

Missing Foster Children are gone for over a month 

A new report from the Department of Health and Human Services shines a spotlight on the 
more than 20,000 children who go missing from foster care each year. Children who go 
missing from foster care are unaccounted for on average 34 days. Most of the children 
missing are teenagers 15-17 years old, a third are under the age of 15 years 
old. Gen Justice has advanced multiple policies to protect America’s Missing Foster Children. 

  

READ ARTICLE 
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Louisiana unanimously adopts law to help recover children missing from 
foster care 

An estimated 58 children disappear from foster care every day. For too many, there won’t be 
a picture posted or a search. A Louisiana bill will change that by giving law enforcement a 
critical tool needed to find children who go missing from foster care—a current picture. 
Senate Bill 40 requires the Louisiana Department of Children and Family Services to obtain a 
state-issued ID or a photograph immediately upon entry into the foster care system. 
Louisiana’s recent reform is inspired by Gen Justice’s work in Arizona, which we recently 
wrote about in USA Today. Louisiana’s bill now heads to Governor Edward's desk where his 
signature is expected. Kudos to Louisiana for protecting these kids!  
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Real Children. Real Help. Real Impact. 
Our pro bono Children’s Law Clinic helps abused children in their court cases, providing free 
emergency legal assistance and counsel to expedite their safety and passage to family. 

  

  

 

Leo and Peter* 

Leo and Peter suffered unspeakable 
brutality. One-year old Leo was beaten so 
badly he had to be resuscitated on the way 
to the hospital. Gen Justice provided pro 
bono legal services for the boys to expedite 
their safe exit out of the foster care system. 
We’re thrilled to report the boys now are 
safe, growing up together surrounded by 
loving family that all children deserve. 

*Details modified to protect the child’s identity. 
  

LEARN MORE 
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Gen Justice Files Amicus Brief Fighting for Kids in Foster Care’s Right to 
Social Security Benefits 

On May 20, Gen Justice joined the Children’s Advocacy Institute and the Foundation for 
Equal Opportunity (FREOP) to file an amicus brief in Alaska arguing it is unconstitutional to 
take children in foster care’s social security benefits. As uncovered in a series of 
investigative articles, child welfare agencies are siphoning millions of dollars of children’s 
social security benefits. Many children in foster care are disabled or orphaned, yet they are 
singled out to pay for their own care. Gen Justice’s Legal Director, Tim Keller, and FREOPP’s 
Visiting Fellow Dan Lips recently wrote about this unconscionable practice in The Hill. A 
victory in Alaska would require the government to preserve the children’s social security 
benefits for their future use. 

  

READ BRIEF 
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From Foster Care to Fostering 

Jenny and Ryan grew up in foster care and discuss how that experience influenced their 
decision to become foster parents themselves. Watch their inspiring story as we celebrate the 
end of National Foster Care Month. 

  

WATCH NOW 
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Darcy Olsen named a 2022 Phoenix Titan 100 

Congratulations to Gen Justice Founder, Darcy Olsen, for being honored as a 2022 Phoenix 
Titan 100! The Phoenix 100 Titan of Industry honors Phoenix executives who demonstrate 
exceptional leadership, vision and passion. We appreciate Titan for the attention this 
recognition will bring to abused children in our community. 

  

LEARN MORE 
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